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UFO on the Hill 
 

 
The flying saucer is actually a VOR/DME or VHF – Omni-Directional  
                   Range with Distance Measuring Equipment 

 
 
 
 
 
 The VOR provides directional information to aircraft equipped with VOR 
receivers.  The Pilots tune in the frequency of the selected VOR, and identify 
them using Morse Code.  For example, the Marathon VOR transmits on 115.9 
Mhz and emits the Morse Code for Marathon. 
 
 Once the station is identified the pilot can tune the receiver to determine 
the exact bearing of the aircraft to or from the beacon.  The Distance Measuring 
Equipment will tell the pilot how far, in nautical miles, the station is from the 
aircraft.  For example, if the aircraft is 50 miles south of the beacon, the VOR 
receiver will show the bearing to the station’s 360º to or bearing from the beacon 
as 180º from depending on whether the pilot requested information to or from the 
beacon.  In either case, the Distance Measuring Equipment will display 50 
nautical miles.  The beacon here in Marathon is part of a continent wide airways 
network operated by NAV Canada and the Federal Aviation Authority in the USA.  
This beacon, due to its proximity to the Marathon Airport can also be used to 
allow aircraft landings in instrument flight conditions such as reduced visibility, 
low cloud cover etc. 
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